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May 28, 2019

Chad Hegge

142 Moore Way
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4E8

City of Dawson Creek Mayor and Council
10105 12A Street

Dawson Creek, BC

V1G 3v7

Peace River Regional District Board of Directors
1981 Alaska Avenue

Dawson Creek, BC

V1G 4H8

Hello Sirs and Madams,

My name is Chad Hegge; | am a long-time resident of Dawson Creek as well as a local business
owner. | recently built a family home approximately 10km east of Dawson Creek in the Hingley Estates
portion of the Moore Subdivision off of Highway 49.

The area that we built in is not currently in a registered fire protection area and it is my hope
that after reviewing my letter and attached documents that you will consider extending the rural fire
protection area to include the Moore Subdivision, Johnson Subdivision, Diamond Willow Subdivision and
the many other homes in the area that are not currently in the protected zone.

There are roughly 80 occupied homes and properties in this area with a subdivision extension
currently with roughly 15 more lots for sale. This is one of the most densely populated rural
subdivisions near Dawson Creek that is currently ‘unprotected’.

As seen on the attached map, | am requesting that the rural fire protection zone for the Dawson
Creek Fire Department be extended by roughly 3.25 kilometers to the east to cover an additional 9
square kilometer area. The proposed eastern border of the area would be roughly 13km from the
Dawson Creek Fire Department.

The current Fire protection area for the Dawson Creek Fire Department ends roughly 200
meters past the Briar Ridge Road on Highway 49. The Pouce Coupe fire protection area ends at Highway
49 at the end of the Briar Ridge Road.

Research on wild fires shows that 2018 had more wildfires in BC than the previous 9 years and
although the average numbers of fires per year over the last decade have not increased dramatically,
the size and amount of damage caused by them has. There was a total of 2,697,024 hectares affected
between 2008 and 2016, which are just slightly more than the 2,570,337 hectares affected in 2017 and
2018 combined.



As climate change continues to increase the amount of natural disasters, insurance companies
continue to raise their premiums to protect themselves, and the cost of insurance is skyrocketing for
rural properties in unprotected areas.

Aside from the cost of insurance there is very little peace of mind knowing that in the event of a
fire our only hope is for the neighbours to band together to try and prevent the spread of the fire to
other homes and surrounding mature and dry bush. This exact scenario happened in 2016 on the lot
next to me while | was building. A brush fire from the winter had flared up 4 months later when the
winds picked up and was spreading fast due to the high winds. If it wasn’t for some quick thinking
neighbours who took personal risks to save the property (attacking the fire with a small dozer and a
water delivery truck) the entire north face of Briar Ridge may have a completely different look to it
today.

As you can see from the attached signatures of the local residents, the vast majority of them are
in favour of this proposal and would like to see it implemented. In fact, every resident who was
approached added their name to the petition. The increase in property tax was explained to all of them
and it was still not a deterrent. The residents who did not add their name to the petition were either
not home at the time of my visits or did not answer their door, though many have called me to make
arrangements to add their names after reading the note left for them.

In closing, I hope that not only is this proposition considered but that the area is extended to
include these homes as quickly as possible.

Regards,

Chad Hegge
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Wildfire Averages

The current 10-year average*, taken from 2008 to 2017, is 1,666 fires, 42.5% caused by people and
57.3% caused by lightning.

The following table shows the number and percentage of person and lightning-caused fires for last year
and the 10 preceding years.

Wildfire Season Averages

Year

773

1,237 (66.6
2014 817

1,297 (69.7
2012 941
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Hello,

My name is Chad Hegge and | live in the new portion of the Moore Subdivision. | am collecting
signatures to approach Mayor and Council of the City of Dawson Creek as well as the Board of Directors
of the Peace River Region District to extend the rural fire protection area to include this area of land.

The rural fire protection zone currently ends at the Briar Ridge Road on Highway 49, the Pouce
Coupe rural fire protection area currently ends at Highway 49 at the end of the Brier Ridge road leaving
roughly 80 currently occupied properties “unprotected”. This is one of the densest populated areas
around Dawson Creek that is currently unprotected.

It is my goal to have council approve an extension of the area currently protected by the
Dawson Creek Fire Department by roughly 3.25 kilometers and would encompass a 9km square area
including your home.

Insurance companies will consider a property protected if it is inside a protected area by a
registered fire department and within 13km from the department. The east border of the proposed
area is 13km from the Dawson Creek Fire Department and 11km from the Pouce Coupe Fire
Department. If the property meets these requirements it can reduce insurance fees, but will also
increase property tax. The amount of savings for the insurance is unknown since each house is so
different from one another. The tax rate on rural fire protection is currently 89.4cents per $1000 of
assessed value. If a property is assessed at $500,000.00 then the tax increase would be $447.00 per
year. Itis my belief that the extra cost in property tax will be offset by the insurance savings.

My goal in starting this is not primarily to save money on insurance as the increase in property
tax usually nullifies any savings. My main goal is to feel more comfortable that the department will
respond if there is a fire in the area due to the increase in wildfires in our region and the Province as a
whole.

I hope | can count on you to add your name to the list as | feel that if the residents of this area
band together the probability of approval will be much higher. If you are receiving this letter you were
not home when | stopped by if you'd like to sign the petition please contact me at 250-219-0456 and |
will make arrangements to meet up with you.

Regards,

Chad Hegge



Proposed Expansion of Dawson Creek Fire Protection Area Petition

Phone Number
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Proposed Expansion of Dawson Creek Fire Protection Area Petition
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