
REPORT

Staff Initials: Dept. Head: CAO: Page 1 of 2 

To: Regional Parks Committee Date: January 10, 2020 

From: Trish Morgan, General Manager of Community Services 

Subject: Blackfoot/Clayhurst Boat Launch 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Regional Parks Committee receive the report titled “Blackfoot/Clayhurst Boat Launch” dated 
January 10, 2020 for discussion.  

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 
At the September 19, 2019 meeting of the Board of the Peace River Regional District, the following 
resolution was made;  

That the PRRD include a request for a Blackfoot Park/Clayhurst Bridge boat launch in the Community 
Measures Agreement (CMA) between BC Hydro and the PRRD.  

Further it was requested that this topic be included in the Regional Parks Committee agenda for discussion.  

The attached documents outline a history of the boat launch at Blackfoot Regional Park and includes all 
correspondence on the subject.  

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS: 
1) That the Regional Parks Committee provide further direction.  

STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE: 

☒ Not Applicable to Strategic Plan. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION(S): 
None at this time.  

COMMUNICATIONS CONSIDERATION(S): 
None at this time.  

OTHER CONSIDERATION(S): 

Attachments:
1. September 14, 2018 – Report: Blackfoot Park Boat Launch Review – Page 1 – 5 
2. April 20, 2017 – Report: Blackfoot Park Boat Launch Update – Page 6 – 7 
3. August 12, 2019 – Report: History of Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch – Page 8 – 10 
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Report – Blackfoot/Clayhurst Boat Launch January 10, 2020 

Page 2 of 2 

4. September 18, 2014 – Report: Recommendations for the Blackfoot Park Boat Launch – Page 11 
– 12 

5. Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch – Board Resolutions – Page 13 – 15 
6. February 22, 2018 – Letter: Comptroller of Water Rights to PRRD – Page 16 – 17 
7. December 14, 2017 – Letter: MLA Bernier to PRRD – Page 18 – 19 
8. November 15, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to MLA Davies – Page 20 – 22 
9. November 15, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to MLA Bernier – Page 23 
10. October 16, 2017 – Letter: PRRD To Comptroller of Water Rights – Page 24 – 25 
11. October 16, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to MLA Bernier – Page 26 – 28 
12. March 3, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to BC Hydro – Page 29 
13. June 23, 2016 – Letter: Comptroller of Water Rights to PRRD – Page 30 -31  
14. January 19, 2016 – Letter: PRRD to Comptroller of Water Rights – Page 32 
15. August 18, 2015 – Letter: Comptroller of Water Rights to PRRD – Page 33 
16. July 23, 2015 – Letter: PRRD to Comptroller of Water Rights – Page 34 – 36 
17. October 29, 2014 – Letter: PRRD to BC Hydro (with supporting documents) – Page 37 – 46 
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

REPORT
To: Regional Parks Committee

From: Trish Morgan, General Manager of Community Services

Subject: Blackfoot Park Boat Launch Review

Date: September 14, 2018

RECOMMENDATION #1:
That the Regional Parks Committee receive the report titled "Blackfoot Park Boat Launch Review" for
discussion.

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE;
At its April 18, 2018 meeting, the Regional Board resolved that;

Staffbe authorized to research the original intention ofthe 2007 Water Use Plan and compile
allprior correspondence regarding the Blackfoot/Clayhurst boat launch and bring all
information back to the Regional Parks Committee to determine nextsteps.

The conditions in the 2007 Water Use Plan (WUP), forthe operation of BC Hydro's Peace hydroelectric
facilities, reflect the December 2003 consensus recommendations ofthe Peace Water Use Planning
Committee. The WUP described the operating and non-operating activities that were to be implemented
by BC Hydro. Access to the Peace River was required in this plan and stated as the following;

To provide safe and reliable access to andfrom the Peacefor thefull operating range at Peace
Canyon Generating Station. Foursites below Peace Canyon Dam were identified for the
construction and maintenance ofriver access. They are: Lynx Creek, Halfway River, Peace Island
Park, and Clayhurst/Blackfoot Regional Park.

The intention ofWUPs are "to find a better balance between competing uses ofwater, such as domestic
water supply, fish and wildlife, recreation, heritage, flood control, and electrical power needs, which are
environmentally, socially, and economically acceptable to British Columbians (BC Hydro -

https://www.bchydro.com/about/sustainability/conservation/water_use_planning.html)

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS:
1) That the Regional Parks Committee recommend to the Regional Board that further direction be

provided to staff.

STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE:

D Ensure that the Solid Waste Management Plan is operating on a fiscally defensible basis.

D Ensure effective execution of Public Safety and Emergency Services initiatives.

D Foster Collaboration on services with municipalities and electoral areas.

D Establish a strategy for coordinated advocacy on identified issues.

Staff Initials: Dept. Head:
OQ

CAO: J^-Vji_ PagelofS
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Report-Blackfoot Park Upgrades and Authorization to Submit GrantApplication September 14, 2018

S Manage parks and trails in the region.

[3 Support the agricultural industry within the regional district.

D NotApplicabletoStrategicPlan.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION(S):

Noneatthistime.

COMMUNICATIONS CONSIDERATION(S):

Noneatthistime.

OTHER CONSIDERATION(S):

A public boat launch was built at Blackfoot Regional Park to provide river access for boaters, fishermen,
hunters, search and rescuegroups, andforother usersofthe Peace River.When in operation itwasthe
only boat launch on the Peace River between the Taylor Landing Provincial Park boat launch and the
Alberta border.

Over the summers of 1994/95, the main components for this boat launch were installed located
downstream from and abutting the Don Phillips Bridge. This location is reportedly vulnerable to Peace River
water level fluctuation, in part due to waters generated by hydroelectric generation and seasonal

precipitation. It is also indicated that this location was susceptible to damage caused by the freezing and
thawingoftheriver.

In 1995, when the boat launch was completed, it consisted of:
A concrete pad above the high water mark
In-water pads
A concrete pad below the high water mark.

Almost immediately after the launch was completed, in 1996, BC Hydro had a planned release of water to
investigate a sinkhole in the dam. The release impacted the boat launch and displaced the original "in-

water pads" for the boat launch approximately 60m downstream. This required repair in that same year.

lnAugustof2003,the boatlaunch wasblocked offdueto degradation ofthe boatlaunch area, concerns
about liability, and because the boat launch was no longer considered safe for public use.

BC Hydro approached the PRRD in September of 2010 in regards to repairing the boat launch at this
location.Theoffercameas partoftheWaterUse Plan imposed on BCHydrobythe Directorand
Comptroller of Water Rights. The Peace Water Use Plan recommended physical works for the Peace
Hydroelectric System that would result in enhanced recreational access to the Peace River below Peace
Canyon Dam. At this time, BC Hydro had completed a feasibility study and were moving towards a design
and costing phase for upgrading the existing boat launch ramp and required the Regional District's consent
to proceed. A letter of authorization was supplied from the PRRD, being the upland owner/license of
occupation holder, so that BC Hydro could apply to the Province for a license of occupation for the beach
site, which was supplied in September of 2010. The PRRD offered to relinquish License of Occupation for
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Report-Blackfoot Park Upgrades and Authorization to Submit GrantApplication September 14, 2018

the foreshore property between the Peace River and the Park so that BC Hydro could acquire itto construct
an engineered boat launch.

In June of 2011, BC Hydro released its "Management Plan for Proposed Blackfoot Park Upgraded Public
Boat Launch Site - Peace River" which outlined the project overview, description, background, location and
development requirements and impacts and even went so far as to propose starting the work on the

project in 'low water' period ofsummer 2012.

Then, in June of 2014, BC Hydro informed the Regional District that they were no longer planning to
construct the boat launch. On June 12, 2014 Bob Gammer, Manager of Community Relations, met with
Director Goodings, Director Hiebert, and DirectorJarvis along with Chris Cvik, CAO and Trish Morgan,
Manager of Community Services. Mr. Gammer explained that the Comptroller of Water Rights had
released BC Hydro from their obligation under their Water Use Plan to construct a boat launch at the
Blackfoot Park based on the following issues:

- The cost to construct the Taylor Landing boat launch was over budget due to unforeseen
construction conditions.
- The Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resources Operations would not allow a parking lot to
be constructed on the banks of the Peace River due to their concern for flooding.

BC Hydro was still open to considering other options for a boat launch in the vicinity of Blackfoot Park, but
recommendations needed to be made by the end of summer 2014. The Community Services Staff held a

public meeting on August 25, 2014 at Blackfoot Regional Park to examine the Boat Launch and to look at
alternate options for water access. Over 20 members of the public came to this meeting to offer questions,
comments, concerns and discuss best sites for building the new boat launch.

In September 2014, Community Services staff submitted an application to remove the boat launch, which
waspreviouslyjustblockedoffsothatpeoplecould not use it.The Regional Districtfeltitwasnecessaryto
remove as it posed a safety hazard. All necessary approvals were received from the Province and work
commenced on remediating the former boat launch area to previous condition. At this time, a
recommendation by the Board was made to forward information from the August 25, 2014 public meeting
to BC Hydro that identified an alternate location on BC Hydro property on the opposite side ofthe road
from Blackfoot Regional Park. The recommendation was also made that the send a letterto the BC
Comptroller of Water Rights and the Regional Water Manager with the Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations recommending that BC Hydro be held accountable to fulfill their obligations
under the 2007 Water Use Plan to provide safe and reliable access to the Peace River at
Clayhurst/Blackfoot Regional Park.

In late October 2014, the Regional Parks Committee met with BC Hydro to discuss the recommendations
from the August 25 public meeting to identify next steps. BC Hydro was open to examining the new site
and planned to go back to the Comptroller of Water Rights to look at whether the Province would support
and fund this new potential location, as it was not identified in the 2007 Water Use Plan. A
recommendation was made to the Board to authorize that a letter be sent to BC Hydro to indicate that the
PRRD would work in partnership with BC Hydro to examine the feasibility of constructing a boat launch at
the aforementioned location.

Page 3 of 5
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Report-Blackfoot Park Upgrades and Authorization to Submit GrantApplication September 14, 2018

OnJuly23, 2015 a letterwasforwardedtothe officeofthe ComptrollerofWaterRightsaskingfor
authorization from that office to examine this new location (to the west ofthe bridge) so that BC Hydro
would be able to move forward with conducting a feasibility study working cooperatively with the Regional
District.

A letter, dated August 18, 2015, was then received from the Director and Comptroller of Water Rights
responds that their authorization is not required for BC Hydro to provide feasibility support.

In response, on January 19, 2016 a letter was sent, on Board approval, to Comptroller of Water Rights
clarifying that the Regional District is requesting that funds originally set aside for the Blackfoot boat launch
be redirected to assist with the cost of conducting a feasibility study for an alternative boat launch site.

Then, on June 23, 2016, the Regional District received a letterfrom the Comptroller ofWater Rights which
denied any request for funding on the basis of;

- A new high capacity boat launch along with upland facilities have been developed at Taylor (Peace
River Island Park) at an expense far greater than was originally envisioned.

- Recreational use surveys resulted in markedly less use forecasted for a boat ramp at or near
Blackfoot in comparison to use at Taylor.

- Nofunds remain associated with the Blackfoot Launch feasibilitystudyfor re-allocation elsewhere.
- This letter stated that the "obligation for BC Hydro to conduct a boat launch feasibility study at or

near Blackfoot Park was removed in 2013."

AletterwasforwardedfromtheChairofThe Regional Districtto BC Hydroto requestits rationaleforthe
cancellation of upgrades. A conference call was held on April 18, 2017 with the Regional Parks Committee
members and BC Hydro Staff. BC Hydro stated thatthe discontinuation ofthe project was due to safety
concerns, low expected use, and that the launch would be expensive and difficult to construct.

Staff then sent a letteron October 16, 2017, with background information to Peace RiverSouth MLAMike
Bernier to encourage him to assist in lobbying BC Hydro and the Comptroller of Water Rights for the
installation ofa boat launch at Peace River Regional District's Blackfoot Park.

In November 2017, the Regional Board resolved that staff be authorized to organize a meeting with the
North Peace and South Peace MLAs to discuss the boat launch project at Blackfoot Regional Park. The MLAs
attended the Board Meeting of December 8, 2017. MLA Bernier provided a follow up letter after
conversations with the Deputy Comptroller ofWater Rights and BC Hydro. In his response, MLA Bernier
stated that BC Hydro had been relieved of its obligation to construct the boat launch due to the site being
not technically feasible, usage studies forecasting lower use than a boat launch at Taylor, and that costs
were expected to be very high. The Comptroller Water Rights advised MLA Bernier that a letter was being
sent to the PRRD to clarify his position.

A letter was forwarded to the Comptroller of Water Rights to request that that the decision to discontinue
the project be revisited. A response was received in February 2018 stating that without any information
contradicting the low forecasted use there is insufficient justification to revisit the Comptroller's decision to
not require additional boat ramp feasibility studies at this location.
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Report – Blackfoot Park Upgrades and Authorization to Submit Grant Application September 14, 2018 

In 2018 the Regional Board authorized that the Chair hand deliver a letter to Minister Donaldson, Minister 
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development expressing disappointment 
over the 2016 decision to relieve BC Hydro of its obligation to construct a boat launch at Blackfoot 
Regional Park and requesting that the Minister review and reconsider the decision. No response has been 
received to this letter. 

There are residents in the Peace River Regional District would work support a boat launch at this newly 
proposed location, though initial cost, liability, ongoing maintenance, and safety concerns may make it 
impractical to move forward on any boat launch at this Regional Park. 

Attachments: 
1. Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch Resolutions 
2. March 28, 2018 – Report: Recommendations from the March 27, 2018 Regional Parks 

Committee  (link, R-6 Page 23) 
3. February 22, 2018 – Letter: Comptroller of Water Rights to PRRD 
4. December 14, 2017 – Letter MLA Bernier to PRRD 
5. November 15, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to MLA Davies 
6. November 15, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to MLA Bernier 
7. October 17, 2017 – Report: Recommendation from Regional Parks Committee (link, R-6) 
8. October 16, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to Comptroller of Water Rights 
9. October 16, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to MLA Bernier 
10. April 20, 2017 – Report: Blackfoot Park Boat Launch 
11. March 3, 2017 – Letter: PRRD to BC Hydro 
12. November 2, 2016 – Report: Letter of Request - Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch (link, R-4) 
13. August 18, 2015 – Comptroller of Water Rights to PRRD (link, CA-5) 
14. July 23, 2015 – Letter: PRRD to Comptroller of Water Rights 
15. November 29, 2014 – Report: Boat Launch on Peace River (link, I-1 Page 16) 
16. October 29, 2014 – Letter: PRRD to BC Hydro 
17. September 18, 2014 – Report: Recommendations for the Blackfoot Park Boat Launch 
18. August 21, 2007 – Peace Project Water Use Plan (link) 
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https://prrd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/page/regional-parks-committee/2018-02-Mar-27-RPC-Agenda.pdf
https://prrd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/page/regional-parks-committee/2018-02-Mar-27-RPC-Agenda.pdf
https://prrd.bc.ca/board/agendas/2017/2017-32-148224290/AGENDA.html
https://prrd.bc.ca/board/agendas/2016/2016-35-469162150/AGENDA.html
https://prrd.bc.ca/board/agendas/2015/2015-25-802156274/AGENDA.html
https://prrd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/page/other-committee-agendas/01-Feb-12-2015.RPC_.Agenda.pdf
https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/hydro/medialib/internet/documents/environment/pdf/peace_river_water_use_plan.pdf


Peace River Regional District
REPORT

To: Regional Parks Committee

From: Bryna Casey, Parks and Rural Recreation Coordinator

Subject: Blackfoot Park Boat Launch Update

Date: April 20, 2017

FOR CHAIR AND DIRECTOR'S INFORMATION:

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE:
On April 18, the Chair ofthe Regional District, Regional Parks Committee, and staff participated in a
conference call with BC Hydro staff (Bob Gammer, Alison Briggs, and Shelley Wenaas) for the purpose of
clarifying the reasons for BC Hydro's discontinuation ofthe Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch Project.

BC Hydro had been required by the Comptroller of Water Rights, as part of the 2007 Water Use Plan, to
ensure access to the Peace River at Blackfoot Regional Park. There was some preliminary work done on
the project, including a feasibility study by BC Hydro. In 2014, BC Hydro informed the Regional District
that the Comptroller of Water Rights had released BC Hydro from that obligation. The reasons for the
discontinuation ofthe project were stated on the conference call as being;

Safety concerns; they felt that there was no safe place to provide parking for boat launch
users, annual flooding, and that the beach didn't provide a stable location to build access to a
boat launch;
Expected use; as part of the feasibility study, at least one user group was queried to their
expected use of a launch at that location and the reported response is that there would have
been limited use, and that there was more recreational value and use forecasted in the
creation of a boat launch at the Taylor landing;
Expensive and difficult to construct; that there could be potential erosion at the location, and
that the cost of building a boat launch into a river was very high.

On that call, it was explained, that BC Hydro would only be required to build a launch at that location
upon the order of the Comptroller of Water Rights. Further, BC Hydro stated that it is unlikely that they
would reconsider the cancellation ofthe project without an orderfrom the Comptroller ofWater Rights.
BC Hydro said that the Peace River Regional District may be able to provide BC Hydro and the
Comptroller of Water Rights some forecasted use numbers and public comment on the potential
project, which may help to build a case to reinstate the order.

In the summer of 2017, there is a Park Design Study slated to take place at Blackfoot Regional Park. As

part ofthe community engagement, staffcould ensure thatthe scope ofthe project extend to include

querying the public as to their desire and potential use for the boat launch at this location, beginning to
build a case for this location as the next BC Hydro funded boat launch.

BC Hydro further stated that there will be a review of the Water Use Plan in the next number of years,
which may give the Peace River Regional District opportunity to provide input on the plan.

Staff Initials: ^A^i Dept. Head: ,T^ CAO:^-^ Page 1 of 2
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Report - Chair and Directors
April 20, 2017 Page2of2

BC Hydro said that the support that they may be able to provide in moving this project forward would
be to provide the name and contact information for their boat launch engineer, who may be able to

provide some information on where a more suitable location may be for such a launch. No financial
contribution was mentioned.

Staff have previously been directed to send background information and a request to assist in lobbying
BC Hydro to Peace RiverSouth MLA Mike Bernier. This has not yet been completed, as staffwere
waiting for confirmation from BC Hydro as to their reasons for the discontinuation of the project.

OPTIONS:
For Director's Information

STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE:
In the 2015-2018 Strategic Plan, Strategic Objective 1.6.1 is to "Implement the Regional Parks and Trails
Master Plan (adopted in 2014)."

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION(S):
Noneatthistime

COMMUNICATIONS CONSIDERATION(S):
Noneatthistime

OTHER CONSIDERATION(S):
Noneatthistime

Attachments:
Letter - August 18, 2015 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights re: PRRD requesting
Comptroller's support for BC Hydro providing feasibility study at Blackfoot Park.
Letter - June 23, 2016 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights responding to redirect
funds originally set aside for boat launch be redirected to assist with cost of conducting a feasibility
study for alternative boat launch site
Report - History of Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch

Pr
ev

iou
sly

 Rec
eiv

ed

Jan
ua

ry 
20

, 2
02

0

RPC
 M

ee
tin

g



CflffiW; Peace River Regional District

REPORT
To: Regional Parks Committee

From: Bryna Casey, Parks and Rural Recreation Coordinator

Subject: History of Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch

Date: August12, 2016

FOR DIRECTORS' INFORMATION:

A public boat launch was built at Blackfoot Regional Park to provide river access for boaters, fishermen,
hunters, search and rescue groups, and for other users of the Peace River. When in operation it was the
only boat launch on the Peace River between the Taylor Landing Provincial Park boat launch and the
Alberta border.

Over the summers of 1994/95, the main components for this boat launch were installed located
downstream from and abutting the Don Phillips Bridge. This location is reportedly vulnerable to Peace
River water level fluctuation, in part due to waters generated by hydroelectric generation and seasonal

precipitation. It is also indicated that this location was susceptible to damage caused by the freezing and
thawingoftheriver.

In 1995, when the boat launch was completed, it consisted of:
A concrete pad above the high water mark
In-water pads
A concrete pad below the high water mark.

Almost immediately after the launch was completed, in 1996, BC Hydro had a planned release of water
to investigate a sinkhole in the dam. The release impacted the boat launch and displaced the original
"in-water

pads" forthe boat taunch approximately 60m downstream. This required repair in that same

year.

In August of 2003, the boat launch was blocked off due to degradation of the boat launch area, concerns
about liability, and because the boat taunch was no longer considered safe for public use.

BC Hydro approached the PRRD in September of 2010 in regards to repairing the boat launch at this
location. The offer came as part ofthe Water Use Plan imposed on BC Hydro by the Director and
Comptroller of Water Rights. The Peace Water Use Plan recommended physical works for the Peace
Hydroelectric System that would result in enhanced recreational access to the Peace River below Peace
Canyon Dam. At this time, BC Hydro had completed a feasibility study and were moving towards a
design and costing phase for upgradingthe existing boat launch ramp and required the Regional
District's consent to proceed. A letter ofauthorization was supplied from the PRRD, being the upland
owner/license of occupation holder, so that BC Hydro could apply to the Province for a license of
occupation for the beach site, which was supplied in September of 2010. The PRRD offered to relinquish
License of Occupation for the foreshore property between the Peace River and the Park so that BC
Hydro could acquire it to construct an engineered boat launch.

Staff Initials:
^
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Report- Regional Parks Committee
History of Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch Page 2 of 3

In June of 2011, BC Hydro released it's "Management Plan for Proposed Blackfoot Park Upgraded Public
Boat Launch Site - Peace River" which outlined the project overview, description, background, location
and development requirements and impacts and even went so far as to propose starting the work on
the project in 'low water' period ofsummer 2012.

Then, in June of 2014, BC Hydro informed the Regional District that they were no longer planning to
construct the boat launch. On June 12, 2014 Bob Gammer, Manager of Community Relations, met with
Director Goodings, Director Hiebert, and Director Jarvis along with Chris Cvik, CAO and Trish Morgan,
Manager of Community Services. Mr. Gammer explained that the Comptroller of Water Rights had
released BC Hydro from their obligation under their Water Use Plan to construct a boat launch at the
Blackfoot Park based on the following issues:

- The cost to construct the Taylor Landing boat launch was over budget due to unforeseen
construction conditions.
- The Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resources Operations would not allow a parking lot
to be constructed on the banks of the Peace River due to their concern for flooding.

BC Hydro was still open to considering other options for a boat launch in the vicinity of Blackfoot Park,
but recommendations needed to be made by the end of summer 2014. The Community Services Staff
held a public meeting on August 25, 2014 at Blackfoot Regional Park to examine the Boat Launch and to
look at alternate options for water access. Over 20 members of the public came to this meeting to offer

questions, comments, concerns and discuss best sites for building the new boat launch.

In September 2014, Community Services staff submitted an application to remove the boat launch,
whichwaspreviouslyjustblockedoffsothatpeoplecould notuseit.The Regional District felt it was
necessary to remove as it posed a safety hazard. All necessary approvals were received from the
Province and work commenced on remediating the former boat launch area to previous condition. At
this time, a recommendation by the Board was made to forward information from the August 25,2014

public meeting to BC Hydro that identified an alternate location on BC Hydro property on the opposite
side ofthe road from Blackfoot Regional Park. The recommendation was also made thatthe send a
letter to the BC Comptroller of Water Rights and the Regional Water Manager with the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations recommending that BC Hydro be held accountable to
fulfill their obligations under the 2007 Water Use Plan to provide safe and reliable access to the Peace
River at Clayhurst/Blackfoot Regional Park.

In late October 2014, the Regional Parks Committee met with BC Hydro to discuss the recommendations
from the August 25 public meeting to identify next steps. BC Hydro was open to examiningthe new site
and planned to go back to the Comptroller of Water Rights to look at whether the Province would
support and fund this new potential location, as it was not identified in the 2007 Water Use Plan. A
recommendation was made to the Board to authorize that a letter be sent to BC Hydro to indicate that
the PRRD would work in partnership with BC hlydro to examine the feasibility of constructing a boat
launch attheaforementioned location.

On July 23, 2015 a letter was forwarded to the office of the Comptroller of Water Rights asking for
authorization from that office to examine this new location (to the west ofthe bridge) so that BC Hydro
would be able to move forward with conducting a feasibility study working cooperatively with the
Regional District.

Pr
ev

iou
sly

 Rec
eiv

ed

Jan
ua

ry 
20

, 2
02

0

RPC
 M

ee
tin

g



Report- Regional Parks Committee
History of Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch Page 3 of 3

A letter, dated August 18, 2015, was then received from the Director and Comptroller of Water Rights
responds that their authorization is not required for BC Hydro to provide feasibility support.
In response, on January 19, 2016 a letter was sent, on Board approval, to Comptroller of Water Rights
darifying that the Regional District is requesting that funds originally set aside for the Blackfoot boat
launch be redirected to assist with the cost of conducting a feasibility study for an alternative boat
launch site.

Finally, on June 23, 2016, the Regional District received a letter from the Comptroller of Water Rights
which denied any request for funding on the basis of;

- A new high capacity boat launch along with upland facilities have been developed at Taylor

(Peace River Island Park) at an expense far greater than was originally envisioned.
- Recreational use surveys resulted in markedly less use forecasted for a boat ramp at or
near Blackfoot in comparison to use at Taylor.
- No funds remain associated with the Blackfoot Launch feasibility studyfor re-ailocation
elsewhere.
- This letter stated that the "obligation for BC Hydro to conduct a boat launch feasibility
study at or near Blackfoot Park was removed in 2013."

There are residents in the Peace River Regional District would work support a boat launch at this newly

proposed location, though initial cost, liability, ongoing maintenance, and safety concerns may make it
impractical to move forward on any boat launch at this Regional Park.

OPTIONS:
This report is for information only.

STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE:
This report supports Strategic Objective 1.6.1 stating that the PRRD shall "implement the 10 Year-
Regional Parks and Trails Master Plan (adopted in 2014)."

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION(S):
When it was constructed, between 1994/95, construction ofthe boat launch was funded through the
"BC 21" grant provided by the Province of BC ($6,450), the "Rendezvous '92 Legacy Fund" ($9,427) and
through a tax requisition of $15,360 for a total cost of $31,237.

COMMUNICATIONS CONSIDERATION(S):
Noneatthistime.

OTHER CONSIDERATION(S):
Noneatthistime.

Attachments:
C-l - Letter from BC Hydro (June 23, 2016)

Pr
ev

iou
sly

 Rec
eiv

ed

Jan
ua

ry 
20

, 2
02

0

RPC
 M

ee
tin

g



Peace River Reciional District
REPORT

To: Regional Parks Committee

From: Trish Morgan, ManagerofCommunity Services

Subject: Recommendations for the Blackfoot Park Boat Launch

Date: September 18, 2014

RECOMMENDATION 1:
That the Regional Board forward information from the August 25, 2014 public meeting at
Blackfootto BC hlydro identifying an alternative location on BC Hydro property, at Clayhurst,
for the construction ofa public boat launch and that a meeting be scheduled between the
Regional Parks Committee and BC Hydro to discuss the option.

RECOMMENDATION 2:
That the Regional Board send a letter to the BC Comptroller of Water Rights and the Regional
Water Managerwith the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
recommending that BC Hydro be held accountable to fulfill their obligations under the 2007
Water Use Plan to provide safe and reliable access to the Peace River at Clayhurst/Blackfoot
Regional Park.

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE:
On June 12, 2014 Bob Gammer, ManagerofCommunity Relations, metwith Director
Goodings, Director Hiebert and Director Jarvis along with Chris Cvik, CAO and Trish Morgan,
Manager of Community Services. Mr. Gammer explained that the Comptroller of Water Rights
had released BC hlydro from their obligation under their Water Use Plan to construct a boat
launch at Blackfoot Park but that they are open to considering other options for a boat launch
in the vicinity of Blackfoot Park, but recommendations need to be made by the end ofthe
summer.

From the meeting at Blackfoot Park on August 25, 2014 it was recommended that a launch be
constructed on the property adjacent to Blackfoot park, also known as the "old Greene
property," where the Clayhurst ferry crossing used to be located. This property is Crown land
and is regularly used for camping when Blackfoot Park is full. There was consensus amongst
the group in attendance that this was the only suitable location on either side ofthe river. A
number of community members also offered to assist with the construction should it go
forward.

STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE: none

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION(S): none

COMMUNICATIONS CONSIDERATION(S): none

OTHER CONSIDERATION(S):

Staff Initials: Dept. Head: CAO; Page 1 of 2
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Report - Chair and Directors
September18,2014 Page2of2

Please see the attached meeting notes from the August 25, 2014 meeting.

Excerpts from the Peace Project Water Use Plan (August 21 ,2007)
http://www.ceaa-acee.ac.ca/050/documents/D63919/97604E.Ddf

1.0 Introduction
"The conditions proposed in this Water Use Plan, for the operation of BC Hydro's Peace River
hydroelectric facilities, reflect the December 2003 consensus recommendations ofthe Peace
Project Water Use Plan Committee...

The proposed conditions will change current operations at the Peace Canyon and Williston
Reservoir and are expected to positively affect fisheries and wildlife habitat, shoreline
conditions, flood control, and recreation interests. The proposed conditions are expected to
decrease power generation revenues" (page 1).

5.4 Recommended Non-Operating Alternatives for the Peace
"The Peace Management Plan is limited to the portion ofthe Peace within British Columbia
between Peace Canyon Dam and the BC/Alberta border. The work would be primarily
conducted from Peace Canyon Dam to the Pine River confluence.

Following are the components of the Management Plan ...

Peace Access - To provide safe and reliable access to and from the Peace for the full
operating range at Peace Canyon Generating Station. Four sites below Peace Canyon Dam
were identified for the construction and maintenance of river access. They are: Lynx Creek,
hlalfway River, Peace Island Park and Clayhurst/Blackfoot Regional Park" (page 12).

7.6 Recreation
"The

proposed operating conditions in this Water Use Plan are expected to have a minimal
affect on the access or recreation activities on Williston Reservoir. The proposed physical
works (e.g., improving or constructing reliable and safe reservoir access, debris removal, etc.)
are expected to improve the recreation opportunity and public safety on Williston Reservoir...

The Peace operating regime is not changing. The proposed physical works are expected to
provide safe and reliable access on the river at four locations. These are Peace Island Park,
Lynx Creek, Halfway River and Clayhurst/Blackfoot Regional Park" (page 14).
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BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK BOAT LAUNCH - BOARD RESOLUTIONS

April 12, 2018 Board Meeting:

RD/18/04/42

That staff be authorized to research the original intention ofthe 2007 Water Use Plan and compile all prior
correspondence regarding the Blackfoot / Clayhurst boat launch and bring all information back to the Regional

Parks Committee to determine next steps.

CARRIED.

March 8, 2018 Board Meeting:

RD/18/03/42

That the correspondence dated February 22, 2018 from the Office of the Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights

regarding the Blackfoot Regional Park boat launch be referred to the Regional Parks Committee.

CARRIED.

January 11, 2018 Board Meeting:

RD/18/01/61

That the Peace River Regional District Board Chair hand deliver a letter to Minister Donaldson, Minister of

Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development expressing disappointment over the 2013

decision to relieve BC Hydro of its obligation to construct a boat launch at Blackfoot Regional Park and

requesting that the Minister review and reconsider the decision.

CARRIED.

October 26, 2017 Board Meeting:

RD/17/10/22(26)

1) That staff be authorized to organize a meeting with the North Peace and South Peace MLAs to discuss the

boat launch project at Blackfoot Regional Park; and

2) That the Regional Parks Committee and Regional Board Chair be authorized to attend.

CARRIED.

May 25, 2017 Board Meeting:

RD/17/05/36 (25)
That a letter be forwarded to the Comptroller of Water Rights to request that the decision regarding the requirement for BC
Hydro (Site C) to replace the boat launch at or near Blackfoot Park be revisited, to explain the current situation and include
various options for the boat launch.

CARRim

January 26, 2017 Board Meeting:

RD/17/01/42(26)
That the Chair forward a letter to BC Hydro to request its rationale for the cancellation of upgrades to the Blackfoot Park boat
launch.

CARRED.
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BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK BOAT LAUNCH - BOARD RESOLUTIONS

November 24, 2016 Board Meeting:

RD/16/11/08(24)
That staff forward a letter, with background information, to Peace River South MLA Mike Bernier to encourage him to assist in
lobbying BC Hydro and the Comptroller of Water Rights for the installation of a boat launch at Peace River Regional District's
Blackfoot Park.

CARRim

July 14, 2016 Board Meeting:

RD/16/07/30
That the correspondence dated June 23, 2016 from the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
regarding the Blackfoot Launch Site, be referred to the Regional Parks Committee.

CARRED.

September 3, 2015 Board Meeting:

RD/15/09/44
That a letter be forwarded to the Comptroller of Water Rights clarifying that the Regional District is requesting that funds
originally set aside for the Blackfoot Boat launch be redirected to assist with the cost of conducting a feasibility study for an
alternative boat launch site.

CARRim

November 27, 2014 Board Meeting:

PD/14/11/22(27)
That the Regional Board authorize a letter to be sent to BC Hydro requesting that the Peace River Regional District
work in partnership with BC Hydro to examine the feasibility of constructing a boat launch on Crown land adjacent to
Blackfoot Park and that the details of the partnership be outlined once the Comptroller of Water Rights makes a
decision whether to support the examination of the new boat launch location.

CARRim

September 18, 2014 Board Meeting:

RD/14/09/19(18)
That the Regional Board forward information from the August 25, 2014 public meeting at Blackfoot to BC hlydro identifying an
alternative location on BC Hydro property, at Clayhurst, for the construction of a public boat launch and that a meeting be
scheduled between the Regional Parks Committee and BC Hydro to discussion the option.

CARRIED.

RD/14/09/20 (18)
That a letter be forwarded to the BC Comptroller of Water Rights and the Regional Water Manager with the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations recommending that BC Hydro be held accountable to fulfill their obligations
under the 2007 Water Use Plan to provide safe and reliable access to the Peace River at Clayhurst / Blackfoot Regional Park.

CARRIED.
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BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK BOAT LAUNCH - BOARD RESOLUTIONS

August 7, 2014 Board Meeting:

RD/14/08/17
That the Regional Parks Committee be authorized to schedule a meeting in Blackfoot Park and invite former members of the
Blackfoot Park Commission, as well as other interested community members, to identify and discuss potential options for a
boat launch in the vicinity of the park for presentation back to BC Hydro before the end of August.

CARRim
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3RITISH
COLUMBIA

Febmary22,2018 File: 76975-35/Peace
Ref: 235214

Bryna Casey
Parks and Rural Recreation Coordinator
Peace River Regional District
Box810,1981AlaskaAve
Dawson Creek BC V1G4H8

Email: prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca

Dear Bryna Casey:

Thank you for your letter ofOctober 16, 2017 regarding reservoir access near Blackfoot
Regional Park. Your letter forwards a request from the Peace River Regional District (PRRD)
Board ofDirectors that the Comptroller ofWater Rights (CWR) revisit a decision made on
October 10, 2013 to relieve BC Hydro ofthe requirement to improve boat ramp access at
Blackfoot Regional Park.

We understand that the public currently accesses the Peace River at unsanctioned areas around,
and adjacent to, the park and that the nearest formal boat ramps are a significant distance away,
near Taylor and Dunvegan (1-2 hour drive). Looking at a map ofthe area it is also easy to
understand that the infonnal boat ramp at this location opens up access to a long stretch ofthe
Peace River and multiple parks, both in BC and Alberta. We therefore understand your desire to
have improved boat ramp access near Blackfoot Regional Park.

The Peace Water Use Plan (WUP) Order only requires BC Hydro to study improvements to boat
ramp access within Blackfoot Regional Park. That study was completed, and improved boat
ramp access in the park was determined to not be feasible. Subsequently, the PRItD has
previously requested that BC Hydro be required to conduct a feasibility study for an altemate
boat launch location on the west side ofthe Don Philips Bridge on Crown property adjacent to
the park (letters dated July 23, 2015 and January 19, 2016). In a letter dated June 23,2016, the
CWR declined to order a new feasibility study for an altemate boat ramp location, citing low
forecasted use (based on a recreational user survey reported by BC Hydro in 2013) relative to
high projected costs for boat ramp consta-uction along the Peace River.

...II

Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource OperaUons
and Rural Development

Resource Stewardship Divlsion

OfficeoftheDeputy
Comptroller of Water Rights

Water Management Branch

Mailing Address:
POBox9340StnProvGovt
Victon'aBC V8W9M1
Telephone: 778-698-7344
Facsimile: 250-356-0605

Location:
3rd Floor, 395 Waterfront Cres
Victoria BC V8T 5K7
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-2-

At this time, without aay information contradicting the low forecasted use, there is insufficient
justification to revisit the Comptroller's decision to not require additional boat ramp feasibility
studies near Blackfoot Regional Park.

Ifyou have new or additional information regarding forecasted use ofaboat ramp near the park,
we would be happy to review that to determine whether it would impact this decision.

Sincerely,

Bmce O'Neill, P.Eng.
Deputy Comptroller ofWater Rights
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Constituency Office:
103, 1100AlaskaAvenue
Dawson Creek BC
V1G4V8
Toll Free: 1-855-582-3430
Phone: 250-782-3430
Fax: 250-782-6454 Province of

British Columbia Mike Bernier, MLA
Peace River South

December 14, 2017

Peace River Regional District

PO Box810

DawsonCreekBCVlG4H8

Attention: ChairSperling

Thank you again for the opportunity to present at your Dec 8, 2017 board meeting where the board asked me

to follov«'up on their questions around the Blackfoot Regional Park Boat launch.

At your request, 1 contacted both BC Hydro and the Comptroller of Water Rights to enquire on not only the
history of the issue, but also future opportunities as 1 stressed this is something the Regional District is still
hoping to have completed.

Originally, as an outcome of the Peace River Water Use Plan (Peace WUP) process, BC Hydro was required to
build a boat ramp at the location ofthe old (now removed) Blackfoot boat ramp, immediately downstream of
the Clayhurst Bridge on the south bank ofthe river at Blackfoot Regional Park. In 2013, though, the provincial
Comptroller of Water Rights relieved BC Hydro of the obligation. The Comptroller also wrote the PRRD in 2016
to say that it would not be authorizing further works at Blackfoot Park at this time.

In April of this year, BC Hydro met by teleconference at the invitation of the PRRD to explain further the

reasoning behind the cancelling of BC Hydro's obligation at Blackfoot Park.

BC Hydrostated:

1. That the sites within Blackfoot Regional Park were deemed not technically feasible as they were within

thefloodplain

2. The usage studies undertaken for Site C indicated that Taylor would have higher use

3. Given the costs incurred to upgrade Taylor (building a ramp in the challenging fast flowing river), that

the expected cost per use at a Blackfoot Regional Park site would be even higher.
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Re: xxxx Page 2of2

BC Hydro advises me that they explained on the conference call to the PRRD that they did not conduct the

feasibility ofthe boat ramps internally and therefore had no engineering support that they could offer in-

kind. BC Hydro does not have boat ramp engineers. They outsourced the feasibility studies to an external

engineering firm. They also say they explained that they can provide the PRRD with the engineering firm's

contact information and can provide information on the process/steps from feasibility through to construction

if the PRRD wishes to proceed on their own and construct the ramp. In BC Hydro's opinion, all of these key

reasons for cancellation continue to exist and they can confirm that there has been no further feasibility work

conducted by BC Hydro as the project is cancelled as far as they are concerned and they will not be funding or

constructing another boat launch.

1 then had a conversation with the ComptrollerofWater Rights who confirmedto me thattheydid relieve BC

Hydro of its obligation years back. They also informed me that within the last few weeks, the PRRD office had

written to the comptroller and he suggests 1 wait until his formal response to the board which may have more

information that will clarify the situation.

1 appreciate the Regional District is still eager to see another boat launch created on the Peace River at the

Blackfoot Park, and once we receive correspondence from the Comptroller, it may guide the board in the

direction that will need to be taken or considered, and whether the Province, or another agency is willing to

financially support this initiative.

Thank you again for including me in this issue, and 1 will do my best to voice your concerns to the new

government in hopes that there will be opportunities they can consider.

Regards,

Mike Bernier, MLA

Peace RiverSouth
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

November 15, 2017

10104 100 St.
FortSt.John, BC
VU 3Y7

via Email: dan.davies.MLA@leg.bc.ca

Attention: The Honourable Dan Davies
Peace River North Member of Legislative Assembly

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Peace River Regional District, this letter is to invite you
to a meeting with the Peace River Regional District's Regional Parks Committee members and the
Peace River South Member of Legislative Assembly to discuss the Blackfoot Regional Park Boat
Launch Project.

The Peace River Regional District is requesting that BC hlydro and the Comptroller of Water Rights
fulfill the obligations under the 2007 Peace Project Water Use Plan. Under that plan BC Hydro had
been required to provide for a boat launch to be installed at a location adjacent to Blackfoot
Regional Park, on the banks of the Peace River at Clayhurst. In 2014 the Comptroller of Water
Rights released BC Hydro from that obligation.

At the October 26, 2017 Regional Board meeting, the Board of Directors passed the following:
that staffbe authorized to organize a meeting with the North Peace and South Peace MLAs
to discuss the boat launch project at Blackfoot Regional Park.

The following is some information on the history of the boat launch and the association between
the Peace River Regional District and BC Hydro.

A public boat launch was built (at the east side of the bridge) by the Peace River Regional District in
1994/95 at Blackfoot Regional Park to provide river access for boaters, fishermen, hunters, search
and rescue groups, and for other users of the Peace River. When in operation it was the only boat
launch on the Peace River between the Taylor Landing Provincial Park boat launch and the Alberta
border. The Regional District maintained and authorized use ofthis boat launch until 2003, when it
was blocked off due to degradation of the boat launch area and safety concerns.

BC Hydro approached the PRRD in September of 2010 in regards to repairing and upgrading the
boat launch at this location, as it had been identified in BC Hydro's Peace River Water Use Plan. In
June of 2011, BC Hydro released it's "Management Plan for Proposed Blackfoot Park Upgraded
Public Boat Launch Site - Peace River" which outlined the project overview and even went so far as
to propose starting the work on the project in the of summer of 2012.

diverse. vast. abundant.
PLEASEREPLYTO:

X 1 Box 810, 1981 Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8 Tel: (250) 784-3200 or (800) 670-7773 Fax: (250)784-3201 Email: prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca
9505 100St,FortSt.John,BC VU 4N4 Tel: (250)785-8084 Fax: (250)785-1125 Email: prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca
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Next, in June of 2014, BC Hydro informed the Regional District that they were no longer planning
to construct the boat launch. In a meeting with PRRD staff and Directors, Mr. Gammer, BC Hydro
Manager of Community Relations, explained that the Comptroller of Water Rights had released BC
Hydro from their obligation under the Peace River Water Use Plan to construct a boat launch at
that location. However, BC Hydro was still open to considering other options for a boat launch, but
recommendations needed to be made by the end of summer 2014. The Community Services Staff
held a public meeting on August 25, 2014 and with pubiic input, discerned a superior location for
new boat launch at a piece of Crown land on the opposite side of the road from the park.

In September 2014, the Regional District felt it was necessary to remove the boat launch as it

posed a safety hazard. All necessary approvals were received from the Province and work
commenced on remediating the former boat launch area to previous condition. At this time, a
recommendation by the Board was made to forward information and suggest the alternate
location from the August 25, 2014 public meeting to BC Hydro. The recommendation was also
made that a letter be sent to the BC Comptroller of Water Rights and the Regional Water Manager
with the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations recommending that BC Hydro
be held accountable to fulfill their obligations under the 2007 Peace River Water Use Plan.

In late October 2014, the Regional Parks Committee met with BC Hydro to discuss the
recommendations from the August 25 public meeting to identify next steps. As BC Hydro was open
to examining the new site, they planned to go back to the Comptroller of Water Rights to look at
whether the Province would support and fund this new potential location, as it specifically was not
identified in the 2007 Water Use Plan. Furthermore, a recommendation was made to the Board to
authorize that a letter be sent to BC Hydro to indicate that the PRRD would work in partnership
with BC Hydro to examine the feasibility of constructing a boat launch at the aforementioned
location.

On July 23, 2015 a letter was forwarded to the office of the Comptroller of Water Rights asking for
authorization from that office to examine this new location (to the west of the bridge) so that BC
Hydro would be able to move forward with conducting a feasibility study working cooperatively
with the Regional District.

A letter, dated August 18, 2015, was then received from the Director and Comptroller of Water
Rights responds that their authorization is not required for BC Hydro to provide feasibility support.
In response, on January 19, 2016 a letter was sent, on Board approval, to Comptroller of Water
Rights clarifying that the Regional District is requesting that funds originally set aside for the
Blackfoot boat launch be redirected to assist with the cost of conducting a feasibility study for an
alternative boat launch site.

Finally, on June 23, 2016, the Regional District received a letter from the Comptroller of Water
Rights which denied any request for funding on the basis of;

- A new high capacity boat launch along with upland facilities have been developed at
Taylor (Peace River Island Park) at an expense far greater than was originally envisioned.
- Recreational use surveys resulted in markedly less use forecasted for a boat ramp at or
near Blackfoot in comparison to use at Taylor.
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- No funds remain associated with the Blackfoot Launch feasibility study for re-allocation
elsewhere.
- This letter stated that the "obligation for BC Hydro to conduct a boat launch feasibility
study at or near Blackfoot Park was removed in 2013."

There are many residents in the Peace River Regional District who would support and use a boat
launch at this newly proposed location, though initial cost, liability, ongoing maintenance, and
safety concerns may make it impractical to move forward on any boat launch at this Regional Park
without further support from outside organizations.

As you can see, the history of the boat launch at Blackfoot Regional Park is long and complicated.
The Board of the Regional District hopes to work in partnership with BC Hydro to provide a
feasibility study with the eventual hope of replacing the boat launch to provide public access to the
river that gives our region its name.

If you are amenable to this meeting, please respond with your availability. Should you have any

questions regarding our request, please feel free to contact Trish Morgan, General Manager of
Community Services, at trish.morgan@prrd.bc.ca or 250-784-3218.

Yours truly,

^L^

Bryna Casey, Parksand Rural Recreation Coordinator
Peace River Regional District

Attached:
Letter - August 18, 2015 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights re: PRRD requesting
Comptroller's support for BC Hydro providing a feasibility.
Letter - July 23, 2015 - Letter from PRRD to Comptroller of Water Rights requesting feasibility
study.
Letter - June 23, 2016 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights responding to request to
redirect funds to assist with the cost for feasibility study for alternative boat launch site.
Letter - July 19, 2016 - Letter from PRRD to Comptroller of Water rights providing clarification for
original funds for boat launch be used for feasibility study.
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

via Email: mike.bernier.MLA@leg.bc.ca

November 15, 2017

103-1100 AlaskaAve.
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4V8

Attention: The Honourable Mike Bernier
Peace River South Member of Legislative Assembly

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Peace River Regional District, this letter is to invite you
to a meeting with the Peace River Regional District's Regional Park Committee members and the
Peace River North Member of Legislative Assembly to discuss the Blackfoot Regional Park Boat
Launch Project.

As you may recall, the Peace River Regional District is requesting that BC Hydro and the
Comptroller of Water Rights to fulfill the obligations under the 2007 Peace Project Water Use Plan.
Under that plan BC Hydro had been required to provide for a boat launch to be installed at a
location adjacent to Blackfoot Regional Park, on the banks of the Peace River at Clayhurst. In 2014
the Comptroller of Water Rights released BC Hydro from that obligation.

At the October 26, 2017 Regional Board meeting, the Board of Directors passed the following
resolution:

thatstaff be authorized to organize a meeting with the North Peace and South Peace MLAs
to discuss the boat launch project at Blackfoot Regional Park.

There are many residents in the Peace River Regional District who would support and use a boat
launch at this location, which would provide the only boat launch to access to the Peace between
Taylor and the Alberta Border. The Board ofthe Regional District hopes to work in partnership with
BC Hydro to provide a feasibility study with the eventual hope of replacing the boat launch to

provide public access to the river that gives our region its name.

If you are amenable to this meeting, please respond with your availability. Should you have any

questions regarding our request, please feel free to contact Trish Morgan, General Manager of
CommunityServices, attrish.morgan@prrd.bc.ca or 250-784-3218.

Yourstruly,

Bryna Casey, Parksand Rural Recreation Coordinator
Peace River Regional District

diverse. vast. abundant.
PLEASEREPLYTO:
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

October 16, 2017

Water Management Branch via email: ted.white@gov.bc.ca
PO Box 9340 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria,BCV8W9Ml

Attention: Ted White, Director and Comptroller of Water Rights

DearMr.White,

At the Regional Board meeting of May 25, 2017 the Peace River Regional District Board of Directors

passed the following resolution;
That a letter beforwarded to the Comptroller of Water Rights to request that the decision
regarding the requirementfor BC Hydro (Site C) to replace the boat launch at or near
Blackfoot Regional Park be revisited, to explain the current situation, and include various
optionsfor the boat launch.

BC Hydro was required by the Comptroller of Water Rights, as part of the 2007 Water Use Plan, to
ensure access to the Peace River at Blackfoot Regional Park. In 2014 however, BC Hydro informed
the Regional District that the Comptroller of Water Rights had released BC Hydro from that
obligation. This decision came forward despite the conditions outlined in the water use plan that
"safe and reliable access" to the Peace River should be constructed and maintained at that
location.

Currently, the public accesses the Peace River at unsanctioned areas around and adjacent to the
Regional Park. A major barrier to robust park use at this location is the lack of appropriate locations
to access the water. The nearest water access to this location is at the Peace Island Park, in Taylor,
approximately 40km away by water. In a meeting in August of 2015 at Blackfoot Park with
members of the public, it was proposed that there may be a more appropriate location for a boat
launch on the west side of the Don Philips Bridge, on Crown property directly adjacent to the park.

The Peace River Regional District believes that BC hlydro should be required to provide access to
the Peace River at or around Blackfoot Regional Park and that the decision to discontinue the

project be revisited.

Should you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Trish Morgan, General
Manager of Community Services at trish.morgan@prrd.bc.ca or 250 784-3218.

diverse. vast. abundant.
PLEASEREPLYTO:
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Yourstruly,

3AAti-

Bryna Casey,
Parks and Rural Recreation Coordinator

Attached:
Letter - August 18, 2015 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights re: PRRD requesting
Comptroller's support for BC hlydro providing a feasibility.
Letter - July 23, 2015 - Letter from PRRD to Comptroller of Water Rights requesting feasibility
study.
Letter - June 23, 2016 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights responding to request to

redirect funds to assist with the cost for feasibility study for alternative boat launch site.
Letter - July 19, 2016 - Letter from PRRD to Comptroller of Water rights providing clarification for

original funds for boat launch be used for feasibility study.
Report - August 12, 2016 - Staff Report - History of Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

October 16, 2017

103-1100 AlaskaAve.
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4V8 via Email: mike.bernier.MLA@leg.bc.ca

Attention: The Honourable Mike Bernier
Peace River South Member of Legislative Assembly

On behalfofthe Board of Directors ofthe Peace River Regional District, this letter is to request

your assistance in lobbying BC Hydro and the Comptroller of Water Rights to fulfill the obligations
under the 2007 Peace Project Water Use Plan. Under that plan BC Hydro had been required to

provide for a boat launch to be installed at a location adjacent to Blackfoot Regional Park, on the
banks of the Peace River at Clayhurst. In 2014 the Comptroller of Water Rights released BC Hydro
from that obligation.

At the November 24, 2016 Regional Board meeting, the Board of Directors passed the following
motion:

that staffforward a letter, with background information, to Peace River South IVILA Mike
Bernier to encourage him to assist in lobbying BC Hydro and the Comptroller of Water
Rightsfor the installation ofa boat launch at Peace River Regional District's Blackfoot Park.

The following is some information on the history of the boat launch and the association between
the Peace River Regional District and BC hlydro.

A public boat launch was built (at the east side of the bridge) by the Peace River Regional District in
1994/95 at Blackfoot Regional Park to provide river access for boaters, fishermen, hunters, search
and rescue groups, and for other users of the Peace River. When in operation it was the only boat
launch on the Peace River between the Taylor Landing Provincial Park boat launch and the Alberta
border. The Regional District maintained and authorized use ofthis boat launch until 2003, when it
was blocked off due to degradation of the boat launch area and safety concerns.

BC Hydro approached the PRRD in September of 2010 in regards to repairing and upgrading the
boat launch at this location, as it had been identified in BC Hydro's Peace River Water Use Plan. In
June of 2011, BC h^ydro released it's "Management Plan for Proposed Blackfoot Park Upgraded
Public Boat Launch Site - Peace River" which outlined the project overview and even went so far as
to propose starting the work on the project in the of summer of 2012.

diverse. vast. abundant.
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Next, in June of 2014, BC Hydro informed the Regional District that they were no longer planning to
construct the boat launch. In a meeting with PRRD staff and Directors, Mr. Gammer, BC Hydro
Manager of Community Relations, explained that the Comptroller of Water Rights had released BC
Hydro from their obligation under the Peace River Water Use Plan to construct a boat launch at
that location. However, BC Hydro was still open to considering other options for a boat launch,but
recommendations needed to be made by the end of summer 2014. The Community Services Staff
held a public meeting on August 25, 2014 and with public input, discerned a superior location for
new boat launch at a piece of Crown land on the opposite side ofthe road from the park.

In September 2014, the Regional District felt it was necessary to remove the boat launch as it

posed a safety hazard. All necessary approvals were received from the Province and work
commenced on remediating the former boat launch area to previous condition. At this time, a
recommendation by the Board was made to forward information and suggest the alternate
location from the August 25, 2014 public meeting to BC Hydro. The recommendation was also
made that a letter be sent to the BC Comptroller of Water Rights and the Regionai Water Manager
with the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations recommending that BC Hydro
be held accountable to fulfill their obligations under the 2007 Peace River Water Use Plan.

In late October 2014, the Regional Parks Committee met with BC Hydro to discuss the
recommendations from the August 25 public meeting to identify next steps. As BC Hydro was open
to examining the new site, they planned to go back to the Comptroller of Water Rights to look at
whether the Province would support and fund this new potential location, as it specifically was not
identified in the 2007 Water Use Plan. Furthermore, a recommendation was made to the Board to
authorize that a letter be sent to BC Hydro to indicate that the PRRD would work in partnership
with BC hlydro to examine the feasibility of constructing a boat launch at the aforementioned
location.

On July 23, 2015 a letter was forwarded to the office of the Comptroller of Water Rights asking for
authorization from that office to examine this new location (to the west of the bridge) so that BC
Hydro would be able to move forward with conducting a feasibility study working cooperatively
with the Regional District.

A letter, dated August 18, 2015, was then received from the Director and Comptroller of Water
Rights responds that their authorization is not required for BC Hydro to provide feasibility support.
In response, on January 19, 2016 a letter was sent, on Board approval, to Comptroller of Water
Rights clarifying that the Regional District is requesting that funds originally set aside for the
Blackfoot boat launch be redirected to assist with the cost of conducting a feasibility study for an
alternative boat launch site.

Finally, on June 23, 2016, the Regional District received a letter from the Comptroller of Water
Rights which denied any request for funding on the basis of;

- A new high capacity boat launch along with upland facilities have been developed at
Taylor (Peace River Island Park) at an expense far greater than was originally
envisioned.
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- Recreational use surveys resulted in markedly less use forecasted for a boat ramp at
or near Blackfoot in comparison to use at Taylor.
- No funds remain associated with the Blackfoot Launch feasibility study for re-
allocation elsewhere.
- This letter stated that the "obligation for BC hlydro to conduct a boat launch feasibility
study at or near Blackfoot Park was removed in 2013."

There are many residents in the Peace River Regional District who would support and use a boat
launch at this newly proposed location, though initial cost, liability, ongoing maintenance, and
safety concerns may make it impractical to move forward on any boat launch at this Regional Park
without further support from outside organizations.

As you can see, the history of the boat launch at Blackfoot Regional Park is long and complicated.
The Board of the Regional District hopes to work in partnership with BC Hydro to provide a
feasibility study with the eventual hope of replacing the boat launch to provide public access to the
river that gives our region its name.

Should you have any questions regarding our request, please feel free to contact Trish Morgan,
General Manager of Community and Electoral Area Services, at trish.morgan@prrd.bc.ca or 250-
784-3218.

Yours truly,

?^tl/\

Bryna Casey, Parks and Rural Recreation Coordinator
Peace River Regional District

Attached:
Letter - August 18, 2015 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights re: PRRD requesting
Comptroller's support for BC Hydro providing a feasibility.
Letter - July 23, 2015 - Letter from PRRD to Comptroller of Water Rights requesting feasibility
study.
Letter - June 23, 2016 - Response from the Comptroller of Water Rights responding to request to
redirect funds to assist with the cost for feasibility study for alternative boat launch site.
Letter - July 19, 2016 - Letter from PRRD to Comptroller of Water rights providing clarification for
original funds for boat launch be used for feasibility study.
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

Officeofthe Chair

March3,2017

BC Hydro
6911 Southpoint Drive Ell
Burnaby, BC
V3N 4X8

via email: julie.fournier@bchydro.com
via email: bob.gammer@bchydro.com

Attention: Bob Gammer, Community Relations Manager, Northern Region
Julie Fournier, Peace Water License Requirements, Environmental Risk Management

Re: Clarification for project cancellation - Blackfoot Regional Park Boat Launch

Dear Mr. Gammer and Ms. Fournier;

The Peace River Regional District Board of Directors is requesting clarification as to why BC Hydro requested
relief from the Comptroller of Water Rights for the construction of the Blackfoot boat launch in 2014,as
there is uncertainty as to the official reasons for the termination of the project.

As you are aware, in June 2014, BC Hydro met with directors and staff from the Peace River Regional District
and advised that they were discontinuing their plan to construct an engineered boat launch at Blackfoot
Park on the east side of the Clayhurst Bridge. At that time the Regional District was advised that due to cost
overruns at the Taylor launch that it was impractical to construct a boat launch at Blackfoot. This decision
came forward despite the conditions outlined in BC Hydro's 2007 Water Use Plan that "safe and reliable
access" to the Peace River should be constructed and maintained at Clayhurst/Blackfoot Regional Park.

However, based on a discussion and an email between BC Hydro staff and a Regional District Director it was
suggested that the reasons for discontinuing the boat launch project at Blackfoot were not due to the cost
overruns at the Taylor launch.

The boat launch was a valued piece of infrastructure by residents of the Peace River Regional District and as
such, the Regional District would like written clarification on all the reasons to discontinue the project.

We look forward to receiving your reply,

Yourstruly,

Brad Sperling,
Chair ofthe Peace River Regional District Board

diverse. vast. abundant.
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Ms. Trish Morgan
General Manager ofCommunity & Electoral Area Services
Peace River Regional District
Box 810,1981 AlaskaAve
DawsonBC V1G4H8

Dear Ms. Morgan:

This is a belated response to your letter dated January 19,2016. I apologise for the delay.

Your letter forwards a motion by the Regional Board ofDirectors seeking to clarify a request
for funds originally set aside for the Blackfoot launch site be made available to help fund a
feasibility study for an altemate site.

In reviewing the Peace Project Water Use Plan I note there was agreement by the Peace
Consultative Committee "To

provide safe and reliable access to and from the Peace for the full
operating range at Peace Canyon Generating Station. Four sites below Peace Canyon dam
were identified for the construction and maintenance ofriver access. They are: Lynx Creek,
Halfway River, Peace River Island Park and Clayhurst/BIackfoot Regional Park."

As a result ofthe Site C Environmental Assessment Certificate issued by the Province on
October 14,2014, BC Hydro is required to build three new boat launch/day use sites to be
located at Hudson's Hope, Lynx Creek and Cache Creek on the new Site C reservoir. The
potential ofnearby land-slides into the Site C Reservoir has excluded Halfway River as an
appropriate site for a new launch. As well a new high capacity boat laimch along with upland
facilities has been developed at Taylor (Peace River Island Park) at an expense far greater than
was originally envisioned by the Peace Consultative Committee. Also, recreational use surveys
resulted in markedly less use forecasted for a boat ramp at or near Blackfoot in comparison to
use at Taylor. For these reasons the obligation for BC Hydro to conduct a boat launch
feasibility study at or near BIackfoot was removed in 2013.

.../2

Mlnhtoy of Forwte, Landa &
Nahiral Resource Openrtlons

Resouree Stewardshlp Dlviston

Directot'sOffice
Water Management Branch

Mailing Address:
POBox9340StnProvGovt
VidodaBCV8W9M1
Tetephone; 250-387^949
Facsimlte; 250.3564605

Location:
3"iFloor,395WaterfronlCres
VtetoriaBC V8T5K7
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Ms. Trish Morgan
Page2

I should point out that no funds remain associated with the Blackfoot launch feasibility study
for re-allocation elsewhere.

I trust this provides the clarification the Board was seeking.

Yours tmly,

^t^Q-<^--<-

Glen Davidson, P.Eng.
Director and Comptroller ofWater Rights
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'J9RRD\ PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

January 19,2016

Water Management Branch
PO Box 9340 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9M1

Attention: Glen Davidson, Director & Comptroller of Water Rights

RE: Blackfoot Boat Launch

DearMr. Davidson:

Thank you for your letter of August 18, 2015 which was reviewed by the Board of Directors on September 3, 2015. At
that meeting the Board passed the following motion:

That a letter beforwarded to the Comptroller of Water Rights clarifying that the Regional District is
requesting thatfunds originally set asidefor the Blackfoot boat launch be redirected to assist with the
cost ofconducting afeasibility studyfor an alternative boat launch site.

BC Hydro has indicated a willingness to consider working in partnership with the Regional District to examine the
alternative site, and as such we are requesting that funding that was originally set aside for the boat launch at Blackfoot
Park should be considered to be reatlocated to this project as it still supports the requirements of the Water Use Plan.

I sincerely hope that you will consider this recommendation and authorize funds to be expended so that BC Hydro may
examine this new location in order to be consistent with the commitment outlined in the Water Use Plan.

Should you have any questions regarding this request please feel free to contact me at trish.morgan@prrd.bc.ca or
250 784-3218.

Yourstruly,

l^^t
Trish Morgan
General Manager of Community & Electoral Area Services

cc: Bob Gammer, BC Hydro

diverse. vast. abundant,
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Lori Ackerman
Chair
Peace River Regional District
Box810
DawsonCreekBC V1G4H8

Dear Lon Ackerman:

Thank you for your letter ofjuly 23,2015 regarding the Blackfoot boat laimch. From your letter
I understand that, m a meeting between the Peace River Regional District (PRRD) and
boaters/fishers, an altemate boat launch location to that ofBlackfoot Park was ideatified at the
west side ofClayhurst Bridge.

I am aware BC Hydro is willuig to provide support on assessing the feasibility ofthe Clayhurst
Bridge site and that a number ofpeople who attended the above referenced meeting are able to
provide construcdon support.

The approval ofthe Comptroller ofWater Rights is not required to authorise BC Hydro to
provide feasibility support. Applications for required authorisations from the Mmistry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations would however be required to access crown
land and to construct works on the foreshore and in the river channel. Those applications woiild
need to be submitted fhrough the nearest Front Counter BC office.

Thank you for keeping us updated on Peace River access endeavours.

Yours truly,

Gien Davidson, P.Eng.
Comptroller ofWater Rights

Mlnisby of Foreats, Lands &
Nahinl Resouroe OperaUont

Rasouree Stewardthlp Dlvtoton

0fficeoftheco(1)ptrolleT
ofWaterRights
WalCT Management Branch

MalBng Address:
POBox9340StnProvGovl
Vtctoi1aBCV8W9M1
Telephone: 250^87-6949
Facslmlle; 250^56-0605

LocaUon:
3rdFloor.395WalerfrontCres
VictoriaBCVBT5K7

Pr
ev

iou
sly

 Rec
eiv

ed

Jan
ua

ry 
20

, 2
02

0

RPC
 M

ee
tin

g



PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

OfficeoftheChair

July 23, 2015

Water Management Branch
PO Box 9340 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9M1

Attention: Glen Davidson, Director & Comptroller ofWater Rights

RE: Blackfoot Boat Launch

o

o

Dear Mr. Davidson:

The Peace River Regional District is seekingthe authorization ofthe Comptroller ofWater
Rights to support BC Hydro in working with the Regional District to conduct a feasibility study
to examine an alternative location for a boat launch on the Peace River at Clayhurst.

As you are likely aware, in June 2014 BC Hydro met with directors and stafffrom the Peace
River Regional District and advised that they were discontinuing their plan to construct an
engineered boat launch at Blackfoot Park on the east side ofthe Clayhurst Bridge. This
decision, with the agreement ofyouroffice, came forward despitethe conditions outlined in
BC Hydro's 2007 Water Use Plan that "safe and reliable access" to the Peace River should be
constructed and maintained atClayhurst/Blackfoot Regional Park.

Following this meeting with BC Hydro, the Regional District held a community meeting at
Blackfoot Park on August 25, 2014 to identify alternative options. Twenty (20) members of
the pubtic (all avid boaters some representing our local boating associatton) attended the
August 25th meeting and identified thatthe location ofthe previous Clayhurst Ferry crossing
on the west side ofthe Ctayhurst Bridge would provide the best option for a boat launch.
Individuals identified that at this location the river's current naturally slows and historically
there has been a reduced risk of ice build-up over the winter. It was for these reasons that
the ferry crossing was maintained here for many years.

Although it was recognized that the river bank is very steep, individuals felt that given the
large size of the property (Crown land SW % of LS 5 Sec 24 TP 82 R14 W6M), that a boat
launch could be developed, along with a parking area and some picnic tables.

PLEASEREPLYTO:
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o
...page 2

A number of the individuals in attendance also offered to donate their time and equipment
to construct the launch in order to keep the overall construction costs low.

On October 30, 2014 the Regionat District met with BC Hydro to discuss the
recommendations from the public meeting. BC Hydro was open to examining the new site
and suggested first that they would go back to the Comptroller of Water Rights to look at
whether the Province of BC would support and fund this potential new location as they do
not believe it was not identified in the 2007 Water Use Plan. If your office is in agreement, to
examiningthis new location then BC Hydro would move forward with conducting a feasibility
study working cooperatively with the Regional District.

1 sincerely hope that you will consider this recommendation and authorize BC Hydro to
examine this new location in order to be consistent with the commitment outlined in the
Water Use Plan. The individuals who attended the community meeting are all avid boaters
arid have spent many years on the Peace River and we believe their expertise will be valuable
in developing a new launch in a safe and cost efficient manner.

Should you have any questions regardingour request please feel free to contact Trish
Morgan, General Manager of Community & Electoral Area Services, at
trish.morean@prrd.bc.ca or 250 784-3218.

YoursXl'uly,

o

>rman, Chair

o
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o

o

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

• In 2011 the Peace River Regional District conducted a public survey as part ofthe
development of our Parks and Trails Master Plan. Residents clearly identified that
they woutd like more access points to the Peace River for day use and boating.

• There are very few "safe and reliable" access points along the Peace River and with
the construction of Site C the number of locations will decrease.

• The lack of suitable and estabtished boat faunches along the Peace River has been
identified many times over the years and for that reason the proposal of constructing
a proper boat launch at Blackfoot Park was recommended in BC Hydro's 2007 Water
Use Plan.

• A map has been provided and identifies boat launches on the Peace River east ofSite
C. As you will note there is currently only one boat launch located in BC at Peace
Island Park near Taylor. The next closest boat launch is located at Many Islands Park
in Alberta and is almost 200km driving distance and over 100km by boat. By
establishing a launch at Blackfoot, the distances will be cut almost in half. Please see
the chart below and attached map:

o

rBoatLayhobes CiistancebyRoad

jfa|3fiii!pximate)i

Distanoe'I»fB33

faBBi'o«inna^)l_
Taylor to Blackfoot (Proposed) 90km 40km

Jlackfoot (Proposed) to Many Islands Park 105km 63km
Many Islands Park to Carters Camp 75km 16km
Carters Camp to Pratt's Landing (+ 2km) 28km 23km
Pratt's Landing to Dunvegan Bridge 46km 30kmPr

ev
iou

sly
 Rec

eiv
ed

Jan
ua

ry 
20

, 2
02

0

RPC
 M

ee
tin

g



PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

Office ofthe Chair

October29,2014

BC Hydro - Northern Region
6911 Southpoint Drive
Burnaby, BC V3N 4X8
Email: Bob.Gammer@bchvdro.com

Attention: Bob Gammer, ManagerofCommunity Relations

RE: Peace River Boat Launch near Blackfoot Park

Dear Mr. Gammer,

Further to our meeting on June 12, 2014 regarding BC Hydro's decision to
discontinue the plan to construct an engineered boat launch at Blackfoot Park, the
Regional District held a community meeting at Blackfoot Park on August 25,2014 to
identify alternative options.

20 members of public attended the August 25th meeting and identified that the
location ofthe previous Clayhurst Ferry crossing on the former "Green Family"
property would provide the best option for a boat launch. Individuals identified that at
this location the river's current naturally slows and there is reduced risk of ice build-up
over the winter. It was for these reasons that the ferry crossing was maintained here
for many years.

Although it was recognized that the river bank is very steep, individuals felt that given
the large size ofthe property (now Crown land SW 1/4 of LS 5 Sec 24 TP 82 R14
W6M), that a boat ramp could be developed, along with a parking area and some
picnic tables. A number ofthe individuals in attendance also offered to donate their
time and equipment to construct the launch in order to keep the overall construction
costs low.

The Regional District hopes that you will consider this recommendation. The
individuals who attended the community meeting are all avid boaters and have spent
many years on the Peace River. The lack ofsuitable and established boat launches
along the Peace River has been identified many times over the years and for that

PLEASE REPLY TO:
)X 810, DAWSON CREEK, BC VIG 4H8 TELEPHONE: (250) 784-3200 or (800) 670-7773 FAX: (250) 784-3201 EMAIL: prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca

|9505 100STREET,FORTST.JOHN,BCVU4N4 TELEPHONE: (250)785-8084Fax: (250)785-1125 EMAIL: prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca
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reason the proposal of constructing a proper boat launch at Blackfoot Park was
recommended in BC Hydro's 2007 Water Use Plan.

A copy ofthe meeting notes, pictures and map have been attached for your review.
Should you have any questions about this recommendation please feel free to contact
Trish Morgan, Manager of Community Services at trish.moraan(@prrd.bc.ca or 250
784-3218.

Yours truly,

Karen Goodings, Chair
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Peace Rver Regional District
Regional Parks Comrrittee Meeting

Date: Monday, August 25, 2014
Location: Blackfoot Regional Park

Present: Director Jarvis (Chair); Trish Morgan-Manager of Community Services, Jill Rickert-
Community Services Coordinator (Recorder)

Conmunity Members: Dave & Paula Friesen; Dave & Judy Russell, Tim & Charlie Hartnell, Steve
Hartnell, George Streeper, Marvin Meeres, Tim Thomsen, Dwayne Shawchek, Tim
Bennett (FLNRO), John Haukings (FLNRO), Dennis Nelson, Chad & Tia Esau,
Donovan & Alex Giesbrecht, Perry Piper, Roni Nelson

Refreshments and a fire for roasting hotdogs prior to the meeting was supplied for everyone by the
PRRD.

1. Introductions and opening remarks were stated and the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Trish Morgan presented information and discussion to provide a background to the history of the
boat launch located at Blackfoot Park.
Part of the Water Use Plan for the Peace Canyon and WAC Bennett Dam that identified Blackfoot
Park as an area needing a boat launch as an obligation to communities impacted by the dams
Hydro approached the PRRD regarding a boat launch at Blackfoot Park in 2010
In 2011 a meeting regarding plans for a boat launch was held at Doe River Community Hall to
discuss options
July 2014 Comptroller of Water Rights released BC Hydro of all obligations to land bordering river,
therefore no longerobligated to PRRD to maintain/build boat launch.

Q: How much money do we have to work with?
A: TM - we don't know; FJ - need to work together on a plan that's reasonable and then approach them.

Q: What about the issues that Taylor has faced?
A: FJ - some issued occurred due to lack of knowledge regarding the nature ofthe rivers in the north;
rivers run hard and aren't deep; unfortunately cost BC Hydro more money in the long run, important to help
BC Hydro understand what needs to be done here with a good solid plan

Q: Are we restricted to the current location ofthe old launch?
A: TM - no not necessarily.
Conment: Ideal place would be above the bridge and upriver, out ofthe flood plain area to avoid the
launch flooding and ruining it.
Conment: There is a lot of experience and knowledge just among the people present tonight that could
help and tell you where the launch should go.

Group walked to current site af bmken boat launch at near tiver...
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Q: Will the new dam (Site C) stabilize the water level of the river at all?
A: FJ - yes in all likelihood, it could, Site C involves 3 major rivers located behind the dam, fewer running
into it, means can control levels more with new dam
Comment: It's important that if and when a new boat launch is built the old one in the current location is
cleaned up. A lot of mess there, concrete and rebar, should be cleaned up before new project is started.

Q, Any way there could be a bigger parking lot built if moved location of launch upriver?
A: TM-possibilityifenoughroom.

Ghx/p walked to Bll Greene's land acmss from Blackfoot park and upriver from current location af
launch...

O If boat launch built up river on Greene property, would PRRD/Hydro own it?
A: TM - Hydro land then hydro own it but likely PRRD would lease and run it, most likely

O Last time some of us met with BC Hydro to discuss launch, we told them where it should go, showed
them and took pictures. What happened to all that information?
A: TM - not sure what Hydro did with all that info, but we are going to take this information we get tonight
to the next Parks Committee mtg come up with some type of plan/report to take to the Board.

Q How often would boat launch be used?
A: Daily when water levels are good, very busy on weekends. At current location, vehicles get stuck all the
time and need a 4 wheel drive to get out, constantly helping people get out of launch area.

Q TM - Is the water at the Greene site for new launch deep enough? High river bank (20-30 ft) and
erosion, wonder about the stability and recession.
A: Lots of room and river plenty deep enough, could build ramp sideways (45° angle) and follow bank, fill
in low spots not a lot ofwaste material most be utilised, very little maintenance in this area, easy area to
expand with washrooms and picnic tables, keep access to public open.

Corrment: The location ofthe old ferry crossing on the Green property is the ideal location. The river
naturally slows at this location and although there is a steep bank, a ramp could be built back onto the
property. (Group was in consensus that this was the only location)

Corrment: BC Hydro met with some of us in 2013 and we walked this property and showed them this
same location. They took pictures and notes. What did BC Hydro do with all ofthis information?

Q TM - Cost?
A: $200,000 to $300,000 to complete, lot ofexperience and knowledge here in community, people willing
to help and donate time and equipment as long as there is money to finish it.

Qvup walkedbacktoBlackfoatPart<andexamnedamapandmarkedthelocation afapotential
newboatlaunch.

6. Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
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Recommended location of boat launch on
Peace River
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Recommended Location of
a New Boat Launch
on the Peace River
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Examination of proposed boat launch site
on the west side

of the Clayhurst Bridge
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Photos of ice build up on the
east side of the Clayhurst Bridge

sent in April 2013 from
Dwayne Shawchek

to Conny-Maud Groenvelt,
Division Manager with BC Hydro
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