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RGS Steering Committee

* Representatives from all PRRD municipalities,
province (Ministry of Transportation and Transit,
Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs,
Agricultural Land Commission, Northern Health)

» First Nations in the PRRD were invited to participate
on Steering Committee, with Doig River First Nation
choosing to participate

* Met five times (in person and on-line between
November 2023 and January 2025) to review RGS
document and help draft RGS

+ Also helped support RGS engagement and outreach

RGS Approach
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Engagement

« Two rounds of communication and
outreach

» September 2023 to August 2024

 Digital and in-person

* Engagement and Communications






RGS

* Population and
job forecasts

RGS - Population & Demographics

« Even with ‘High’
projection there is
capacity to absorb most
growth (19,000) in
municipalities based on
existing OCPs

* Reflected in RGS policies



RGS Vision

The Peace River Regional District is comprised of
distinct and uvnique urban and rural communities. The
region is shaped by its roots in agriculture and its
culture of independence, resilience and compassion for
others.

With a strong regional economy, residents enjoy a high
quality of life with a broad array of effective and
responsive regional services.

Moving forward, we will continue to build strong
collaborative relationships with all residents and First
Nations in our region. And we will engage and involve
all residents and communities as we move towards a
bright, prosperous and healthy future.

RGS Goal Areas

* RGS organized around nine policy goals which were
developed through community engagement and
outreach

* Each of the policy goals is, in turn, supported by a series
of related policy objectives

* All goals are interconnected




Goal Area
RGS Goals & Policies
Goal
Statement
* Nine goal areas with supporting goal
statement Context and
Rationale
» Short description of topic area Policy -
Objective
» Each goal is supported by two to five
related policy objectives, each of
which has between two to eight
policies Policies

RGS Policies

* General policy types include:

PRRD-focused policies

* Joint and collective advocacy policies, i.e., role in
representing the regional district (the collective
voice)

* Collaborative PRRD-led regional projects (RGS
implementation actions)

+ Some policies and actions appear in more than
one section




RGS Policies - highlights
1. Community Building

1. Encourage and support growth in urban centres.

a) Recognize the City of Fort St. John and the City of Dawson Creek as the
PRRD’s main urban centres with their established services and identified
growth capacity.

b) Support growth in smaller urban centres (District of Chetwynd, District
of Tumbler Ridge, District of Hudson’s Hope, District of Taylor, Village of
Pouce Coupe) that is within their Official Community Plans’ established
development capacities.

¢) Work collaboratively with member municipalities on fringe area planning
through PRRD OCP updates.

RGS Policies - highlights

1. Community Building

2. Protect the character of rural areas.

a) Identify and engage with rural communities throughout the
region which could be designated as rural settlement
centres and accommodate higher levels of development
than other rural communities.

b) Ensure that potential rural settlement centres consider
future servicing needs and associated development costs
and financing.




RGS Policies - highlights

2. Economic Strength

1. Support a diversified regional economy.

h) Explore the development of a Regional Employment Lands Strategy.

i) Consider the development of a Regional Economic Development Strategy
through a collaborative process involving PRRD member municipalities,
economic development stakeholders, industry groups and First Nations in
the PRRD who may be interested in participating.

RGS Policies - highlights
3. Agriculture and Food

1. Support local agriculture and related businesses.

e) Work collaboratively with member municipalities,
agricultural producers, residents and First Nations
to develop a Regional Agriculture Strategy.

f) Work with PRRD member municipalities to
advocate to the Ministry of Agriculture to protect
agricultural land within the rural areas while
recognizing urban development needs within
municipalities.



RGS Policies - highlights

4. Living Well

1. Collaborate for safe, healthy, and active communities across the PRRD.

f) Work with the Ministry of Transportation and Transit and member
municipalities to create a Regional Transportation Master Plan that
considers active transportation.

3. Enhance community wellbeing.

d) Consider working with PRRD member municipalities, non-profit housing
providers, other housing and development partners and residents to
develop a Regional Housing Plan.



Implementation Actions

6. PRRD Regional Parks and Trails Master Plan Update
7. PRRD Regional Employment Lands Strategy

8. PRRD Regional Housing Plan

9. PRRD Regional Transportation Plan

10. PRRD Regional Agriculture Strategy

11. PRRD Regional Economic Development Strategy

Regional Context Statements

* Outline relationship between this RGS and
municipal OCP

+ Member municipalities required to prepare an
updated OCP with a regional context statement
within two years of RGS adoption

* Regional Board will approve the context
statements

* RGS Implementation Framework provides
examples from comparatively sized
municipalities in BC



RGS Monitoring

* LGA requires regional districts to measure its progress on
their RGS through a monitoring and evaluation program

+ A set of indicators was developed based on the nine RGS
goal areas

+ Data for all the indicators are available freely from
trusted sources with data refresh cycles of at least every
two years

RGS Referrals and Adoption

» Final Draft to be presented to Regional Board for first and second
reading (March 20 PRRD Board Meeting)

* Public Hearing (April 10 - TBC)

* RGS referred to municipalities, neighbouring regional districts (RDBN,
RDFFG), Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs (April)

* Municipalities review RGS in the context of any community plans
(current and planned) and for acceptance or refusal by resolution (60
days from receiving RGS)

* Regional Board third reading and adoption (June 19 PRRD Board
Meeting)






