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Provincial Agricultural Land Commission -
Applicant Submission

 60768Application ID:
 Under LG ReviewApplication Status:

 Derrik Backmeyer Applicant:
 Aspen Grove Property Services Agent:

 Peace River Regional DistrictLocal Government:
 05/01/2020Local Government Date of Receipt:

 This application has not been submitted to ALC yet. ALC Date of Receipt:
 Subdivision Proposal Type:

 The purpose of this proposal is to subdivide a parcel of 64.7 ha of land from the subject parcelProposal:
in order to sell this subdivided property. Selling this subdivided parcel will provide the finances needed to
develop and manage the agricultural activities on the existing farm parcel. The intended purchaser is
considered a partner in the ongoing and expanding farming operations who has aided the owner of the
subject parcel with all of the land clearing and enhancement - including manual labour, help in attaining,
transporting and operating the required equipment for all improvements to the land and buildings,
roadwork, irrigation, agriculture enhancement, logging and destumping, purchasing, transporting and
planting the orchard, seeding the pasture and maintenance of these agricultural areas. Subdividing and
selling the parcel of land will enable more investment in the subject property farming operations to fully
develop the agricultural potential of this land with the purpose that the subject property becomes a fully
operational and viable farm unit - with orchards and hay pasture to sell. The buyer would continue to be
involved in the present farming practice and plans to cultivate his own land as part of this farm business.
Owning a piece of the agricultural farm unit will give the buyer an investment in the farm business and
the potential to develop his own viable farm. For Mr. Backmeyer, the sale of this parcel of land will
enable him to have the financial and physical resources to continue to develop his land into a productive
and successful farming practice.

Agent Information

 Aspen Grove Property Services Agent:
 Mailing Address:

#104 - 1001 - 102 Avenue
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 2B9
Canada

 (250) 782-1088Primary Phone:
 sheila@aspengrovepropertyservices.caEmail:

Parcel Information

Parcel(s) Under Application

 Fee Simple Ownership Type:
 010-978-623Parcel Identifier:

 DL 2444 PEACE RIVERLegal Description:
 257.8 ha Parcel Area:

 9971 Sukunka FSRCivic Address:
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1.  

1.  

 04/22/2009Date of Purchase:
 No Farm Classification:

Owners
 Derrik Backmeyer Name:

 Address:

 Phone:
 Email:

Current Use of Parcels Under Application

1. Quantify and describe in detail all agriculture that currently takes place on the parcel(s).
Currently, there is a 2 acre "Test Orchard" consisting of Cherry, Apricot, Plum and Apple trees, grapes,
kiwi vines and berry bushes. 
There are also approximately 40 acres of land that has been reclaimed by turning over and reworking the
soil in preparation for cultivation as a productive hay pasture.

2. Quantify and describe in detail all agricultural improvements made to the parcel(s).
Logged and destumped land and planted Test Orchard. Acquired equipment - tractor, discs, mower, field
cultivator to rework 40 acres of old pasture in preparation for seeding as a productive hay pasture.
Re-established the old homesite in 2013 and built a dwelling for a permanent residence and a pole shed
(28'x36') for farming equipment storage. Upgraded the water tower for use in the garden and test
orchard, cleared and maintain recreational trails through the property for hiking, horses, X-country
skiing. 
Built access road into the property to transport equipment to clear and enhance the land for Agricultural
purposes. Improved drainage including flood mitigation work. Presently in the process of applying and
acquiring multiple water licences. The future plan is to use the elevation of water sources to build a
Micro-hydro off-grid electrical system for power. Installed a gate on the access road to discourage
trespassers. Cleared 140 acres of cutblock with the intention of turning this land into a hay pasture for
sales.

3. Quantify and describe all non-agricultural uses that currently take place on the parcel(s).
Small dwelling which is a primary residence, small storage shed. 
Other non-agricultural uses include hiking trails and horse trails for recreational enjoyment.

Adjacent Land Uses

North

 Other Land Use Type:
 Bush, Crown LandSpecify Activity:

East

 Agricultural/Farm Land Use Type:
 Sukunka River, Hay landSpecify Activity:

South
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 Other Land Use Type:
 Sukunka River, Bush, Crown LandSpecify Activity:

West

 Other Land Use Type:
 Bush, Crown LandSpecify Activity:

Proposal

1. Enter the total number of lots proposed for your property.
 ha64.7
 ha193.1

2. What is the purpose of the proposal?
The purpose of this proposal is to subdivide a parcel of 64.7 ha of land from the subject parcel in order to
sell this subdivided property. Selling this subdivided parcel will provide the finances needed to develop
and manage the agricultural activities on the existing farm parcel. The intended purchaser is considered
a partner in the ongoing and expanding farming operations who has aided the owner of the subject parcel
with all of the land clearing and enhancement - including manual labour, help in attaining, transporting
and operating the required equipment for all improvements to the land and buildings, roadwork,
irrigation, agriculture enhancement, logging and destumping, purchasing, transporting and planting the
orchard, seeding the pasture and maintenance of these agricultural areas. Subdividing and selling the
parcel of land will enable more investment in the subject property farming operations to fully develop the
agricultural potential of this land with the purpose that the subject property becomes a fully operational
and viable farm unit - with orchards and hay pasture to sell. The buyer would continue to be involved in
the present farming practice and plans to cultivate his own land as part of this farm business. Owning a
piece of the agricultural farm unit will give the buyer an investment in the farm business and the potential
to develop his own viable farm. For Mr. Backmeyer, the sale of this parcel of land will enable him to have
the financial and physical resources to continue to develop his land into a productive and successful
farming practice.

3. Why do you believe this parcel is suitable for subdivision?
This parcel is suitable for subdivision as the proposed subdivision meets the parcel size criteria for A-2
Zoning - Large Agricultural Holding Zone - minimum 63 hectares, under the Peace River Regional
District, Chetwynd Rural Zoning Bylaw No. 506, 1986 and would also meet the requirements of the
PRRD OCP Rural Zoning Bylaw 1940, 2011 zoning Ag-rural "Within the Agricultural-Rural designation
the minimum parcel size will not be less than 63 ha". 
The Peace River Block was primarily Crown Granted in quarter sections in the 1930's and the quarter
section remains a standard and viable agricultural unit. By subdividing a quarter section to sell to an
invested partner, a viable tract of land becomes available for the purchaser to develop his own farming
practice and together with the current owner, expand the scope of their combined farming operations. 
The lands surrounding the property, including the proposed subdivision, are primarily bush and Crown
Lands with Agricultural to the East of the subject. Therefore, the subdivision would have no negative
impact on existing agricultural values, rather, the subdivision would contribute to agricultural and
farming growth in this area. 
This parcel of land is also suitable for subdivision as there is a Road permit in place on a Forestry
Service Road for vehicle and equipment access. The owner of the subject parcel intends on granting an
Easement across his lands for access to the proposed subdivision. The proposed subdivision parcel has
river frontage that allows for boat access to the property as well the overland road access. 

4. Does the proposal support agriculture in the short or long term? Please explain.
Yes, this proposal supports agriculture in the short and long term by providing financing and
encouraging collaboration to develop the current farming operation. As well, this proposal provides an
opportunity for expansion and development of this farm by having a second farmer and farming unit
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adjacent to the subject property to share the cost and management of the farming operations.

5. Are you applying for subdivision pursuant to the ALC Homesite Severance Policy? If yes, please
submit proof of property ownership prior to December 21, 1972 and proof of continued occupancy
in the "Upload Attachments" section.
No

Applicant Attachments

Agent Agreement - Aspen Grove Property Services
Proposal Sketch - 60768
Other correspondence or file information - Crown Grant
Other correspondence or file information - Crown Grant image
Other correspondence or file information - Road Permit
Other correspondence or file information - Letter of Intent to Purchase
Other correspondence or file information - Survey Plan
Other correspondence or file information - Road easement
Other correspondence or file information - Surrounding land uses
Other correspondence or file information - Sat photo -clearing & easement
Other correspondence or file information - Hay fields
Other correspondence or file information - Orchards
Other correspondence or file information - Water and irrigation
Other correspondence or file information - Subject map
Certificate of Title - 010-978-623

ALC Attachments

None. 

Decisions

None.





Cole McCullough 
 

 
 

 
 
April 21st, 2020 
 
Agricultural Land Commission 
c/o Peace River Regional District 
PO Box 810,  
1981 Alaska Avenue 
Dawson Creek, B.C. V1G 4H8 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Re ALC application to Subdivide within the Agricultural Land Reserve re BACKMEYER 
DL 2444, PRD – PID 010-978-623 
 
It is my understanding that Derrick Backmeyer has made application to the ALC,  to subdivide a 160 acre 
parcel from DL2444, PID 010-978-623.  I have been offered the opportunity to purchase this parcel of 
land should the ALC approve this subdivision proposal.  Once the subdivision application has been 
approved, I intend to purchase this land and do all the necessary work to bring the land to suitable 
conditions for farming and use as an Agricultural parcel – grain and orchards. 
 
I hope that you will give a favourable approval to this Subdivision application. 
 
Respectfully, 

_______ 
Cole McCullough 
 





















 Datum:

 Projection:

km1.470.730

WGS_1984_Web_Mercator_Auxiliary
_Sphere

NAD83

Copyright/Disclaimer

Legend

iMapBC Mapping

CAUTION: Maps obtained using this site are not 
designed to assist in navigation. These maps may be 
generalized and may not reflect current conditions. 
Uncharted hazards may exist. DO NOT USE THESE 
MAPS FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES.

Key Map of British Columbia

The material contained in this web site is owned by the 
Government of British Columbia and protected by 
copyright law. It may not be reproduced or redistributed 
without the prior written permission of the Province of 
British Columbia. To request permission to reproduce 
all or part of the material on this web site please 
complete the Copyright Permission Request Form 
which can be accessed through the Copyright 
Information Page. 

1: 36,112

Surface Ownership - Tantalis - Colour Themed






