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Vision Statement 

Chetwynd exists in order that area residents have sustainable opportunities for 
Security, Health, Safety and Prosperity

in surroundings that display the best of our natural environment. 

District of Chetwynd 

Box 357 
Chetwynd, BC 

Canada  V0C 1J0 

tel: (250) 401-4100 
fax: (250) 401-4101 

email: d-chet@gochetwynd.com

April 5, 2024 

VIA EMAIL: FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Honourable Bruce Ralston,  

M.L.A., Minister of Forests 

Re: Chetwynd NIFAC Base Relocation

Dear Minister,  

Thank you for responding to our January 12, 2024 letter regarding the closure of the Chetwynd 
Northern Initial Fire Attack Crew (NIFAC) base. Please note that your letter does not alleviate 
our concerns and we will continue to protest this arbitrary decision that significantly increases 
the risk to our region. We have already seen three out-of-control fires in the immediate area this 
spring as well as several grass fires, and as you are aware, we are facing an exceedingly grim 
forecasted fire season. A rapid response is critical in fire suppression and minimizes risk to 
residents. 

Comments on specific points in the letter: 

� L2<=E 7?BEGD9 =E 8G9 FB F<9 7GDD9AF 56E9A79 B: :G??-time staff, as well as ageing 
=A:D5EFDG7FGD9 B: F<9 65E9 =FE9?:&M We know our local base staff as they are a welcome 
part of our community. The year-round crew love this area, asked to be based here, and 
just prior to the closure had no intention of leaving. During the March 27 Seasonal 
Update for Mayors and Chairs you referred to increasing permanent wildfire staff by 50% 
and doubling the number of new recruits. Staffing would not seem to be an issue. The 
base infrastructure is in deplorable condition due to age, lack of life cycle planning, and a 
presumed low maintenance budget. Given the extended life of the facility and its constant 
use, replacement is a reasonable expectation. While this is admittedly an additional 
expense, it would be considerably less expensive than replacing infrastructure destroyed 
by fire due to delayed response times. 

� L.BI9H9D$ F<9 7?BEGD9 B: the existing facility will not result in a reduction of service. 
When crews are not located at the Chetwynd forward attack base, travel by helicopter 
would be 20-)' @=AGF9E :DB@ F<9 7D9INE 5EE9@6?K CB=AF =A F<9 ,5IEBA +D99> -=D9
4BA9&M The Dawson Creek mustering point is roughly an additional 10 to 15 minute 
drive to the airport, where the helicopters are. This means that fires past Chetwynd, in 
the Pine Pass for example, can expect at least a one-PW\Y LMTI` NWY bYIXQLc YMZXWVZM)
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